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Participatory forest management: Recommendations from the context of knowledge for

biodiversity development in Nong Han watershed forest, Sakhonakorn province
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Abstract
This article aims to provide a guide to participatory forest management for the case of biodiversity
development in Nong Han watershed forest, Sakhonakorn province. The study is a qualitative research,

selectively covering 2 areas in ‘Nam Pung’ river basin. The findings suggest that the community forest covering
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6,212 rai has been protected and exploited by the local people for several purposes such as protecting
upstream areas, local food and herb source, raising livestock, timber source, and recreations. The area is
managed by the government-owned forest. Most of the community forest is in National Forest area (degraded
forest C and E zone) Since 2001, the Royal Forest Department officers have established the community forest
together with the local people, according to the new policy to increase and manage the forest with new
concept. However, there was no social movement from the community. The forest management was run
loosely, due to the lack of understanding in the process and their future rights. However, the communities still
put their effort in forest management activities to conserve the biodiversity and ecosystem as their food sources
and habitats. For example, they used the forest carfully. They performed agroforestry in their fields. They grow
rare local herbs in the “cutural forest.” The communities also need technical supports from related
organizations, academic institutes, and experts to guide them through establishing participatory community
forest. This will bring about the acceptance and recognition of their future rights with clearity and concreteness,

as well as the sustainable forest landscape management for local communities.

Keywords: community forest management, watershed forest, biodiversity, participation
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