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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) study social movement phenomena in Koke Hin Lard and Koke Yai
Communities Forest, 2) study concepts, principles, and management models of Koke Hin Lard and Koke Yai
community forests. The instruments used in this qualitative research were a set of interview questions, an
observation form, an audiotape recorder, a videotape recorder, and a note-taking form. Data collection
included reviews of documents & related literature and field works using both informal and in-depth interviews,
knowledge-exchange forums,and small-group discussion.

Findings of the study reveal the following:

1. The social movement phenomena in Koke Hin Lard and Koke Yai Forest Communities resulted
from the structural factors such as the government’s strategic drives for industrial development and its policies
to develop the Northeast, including social and political opportunity for the public to voice their opinions as
never occurred in the past. The area-based contextual factors such as investors’ and villagers’ invasion of
the forest land, as well as forest-replanting demonstration projects, have been significant public phenomena
of social demands and movements. Regarding concepts, principles and management models of Koke Hin
Lard and Koke Yai Forest Communities, the study revealed the following activities during initial periods of
social movements: submitting petitions, participating in group protests, protesting rallies, and pressuring
mobs organized under normal political channels of communication. However, strategies for obstructing and
challenging the political system, as well as strategies for popular community culture, usually resulted in
responses from the target group, the government sector and the villagers in different forms: i.e. acceptance,
cooperation, conflict, reconciliation, negotiation, and power usurpation.

2. The concepts, principles and models used were all modern forms of social movements, obviously
different from the traditional ones, which had focused on movements to cause changes to the general public
rather than for only their own group or organization. The current social movements can be classified into two
types: the first one is led by the community leader as the key man in forest conservation, building trust and
faith among villagers, using local or media for public relations to stimulate public conscience and care for
their community properties in combination with local or folk wisdom; the second form or model is based on
external support from outside the community, serving as consultants or advisors in constructing the model
and establishing clear and concrete guidelines for forest conservation.

Keywords : Social Movement ; Koke Hin Lard Community Forest ; Koke Yai Community Forest
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