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ABSTRACT

This research aims to investigate household economic conditions in rural area, poverty situation, the
characteristic of the poverty households and factors affecting household poverty. The population in this
study was 180,328 households in rural area in Maha Sarakahm province. The samples were 400 households,
selected through multi-stage sampling method. The questionnaires were used for gathering the data.
Descriptive statistics and inferential statistics were used to analyze the data. This study also used the poverty
line of rural area in the Northeast in 2553 B.E. that was calculated by the Office of the National Economic and
Social Development Board. The calculated poverty line was 1,565 baht per person per month and used as
the criteria to categorize the poverty households and non-poverty households.

The results revealed that the average members of each household in rural area in Maha Sarakham
province is 4.16 members, average laborer is 3.15 members, and average earned income is 2.13 members.
Most of the household heads who finished primary school is 49.3%, 57.5% of household heads’ occupations
are agricultures. The average monthly income of the samples in each household is 16,036.89 baht a month,
expenditure of consumption is 7,666 baht a month. The percentage ratio of the consumption expenditure to
income is 47.80%. The average of each household debt is 187,530.38 baht, and the households have saved
76.5% of overall samples.

The poverty situations and the characteristic of the poverty households found that the proportion of
poverty households is 31.2%. The poverty households in rural area share the same characteristic as follows
: low - level of education of household head, large size household, low - income, small size of farm area, low
- level of wealth and household debt.

The factors affecting household poverty were educational level of household heads, size of household,
area of farm size, wealth and household debt.

Keywords : Poverty line, Poverty households
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