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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study participatory community planning to support the sufficiency
economy, and to develop a model of participatory community planning in Tambon Chairit, Chaiyo District,
Angthong Province by using both quantitative and qualitative research methodologies.

The study was divided into 3 phases as follows: 1) studying conditions and problems of community
planning to support the sufficiency economy, 2) studying factors supporting communities to participate in
planning, and 3) developing a model of participatory community planning.

Findings of the study revealed that community planning of Tambon Chairit, Chaiyo district, Angthong
was in line with the regulations of Interior Ministry. There were some aspects that should be improved such
as organizing learning forums, public relations, experts ‘participation in knowledge transfer, occupation
groups, local experts, SWOT analysis, and seeking identity. The participatory community development found
at the high level was participation in decision making and implementation; while participation in benefits,
follow-ups and evaluation were found at the moderate level.

Problems in community planning were the following: lack of qualitative community planning, concerned
personnel lacking knowledge and understanding, some local leaders lacking visions, lacking participation
of all concerned offices, and lacking efficient public relations. Participatory planning also emphasized
materials and basic structures. Factors supporting community participation in planning were local leaders,
community leaders, problems regarding community needs, learning and sharing, public relations, and
community organization networks. Development of the model consisted of the following 8 steps: 1) team
work preparation, 2) organizing learning forums, 3) survey and data collection, 4) data analysis, 5) drafting
community plan, 6) public hearings, 7) submitting plans to Local Administration Organization and concerned
offices, and 8) implementation and evaluation.

Key words : participatory community planning, sufficiency economy, community development
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