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ABSTRACT

In teaching the Thai language, it is essential for teachers to consider communication skills: listening,
speaking , reading and writing. To effectively achieve these four skills, learners need to think and practice
regularly. The purposes of this research were twofold: 1) to develop a package for practicing analytical
thinking skills in Grade 9 supplementary books that met the 80/80 efficiency criterion; and 2) to compare
the learning achievement of students before and after using the analytical thinking skills package in Grade
9 supplementary books. The research sample consisted of sixty 9th graders, studying in the first semester
of the 2011 academic year of Wat Chorakayyai School under Samut Prakan Educational Service Area Office
2, from which thirty subjects were chosen to participate in the research through cluster random sampling.
There were two instruments used for data collection: 1) a pre- and posttest containing 40 questions; and 2)
a package of five sets each of which containing 20 four-choice items of analytical thinking skills in Grade 9
supplementary books. In constructing the research tools, opinions and comments of experts and research
advisors were sought in order to select proper questions capable of assessing students’ analytical thinking
skills. The questions were tried out three times. The first and second trials were aimed at improving and
selecting questions that met the criteria and the third one was a real trial to collect data and evaluate the
quality of the test. The statistics used for data analysis were percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

Results of the study were summarized as follows:

1. The level of efficiency of the analytical thinking package in the 9th Grade supplementary books was
83.33/84.25, meaning that the analytical thinking package’s efficiency was higher than the established 80/80
efficiency criterion.

2. Regarding the learning achievement, it was found that after using the analytical thinking package
in the 9th Grade supplementary books the students’ average scores were higher than before. The t-test for
dependent samples indicated that the post-test mean was higher than that of the pre-test at the .01 level of
statistical significance.

In conclusion, the research showed that the analytical thinking package in the 9th Grade supplementary
books was efficient and effective. It could be used to manage students’ learning and improve their analytical
thinking skills.

Keywords : skill development package, analytical thinking, supplementary books
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