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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study power interactions between ‘state’, ‘capital’ and
‘community’ in community forest management, and analyze the results of the power interaction. The data
were collected from 2 groups of participants. Group 1 was 30 informants consisting of a community forest
committee and members of community forest. Group 2 was 15 informants consisting of village leaders, chief
executives of sub-district administration, and members of sub-district administration, experts, government
officers and officers of private development. The data were collected by semi-structure interview, deep inter-
view and participatory observation and no participatory observation.

A research result indicates that, formerly, Dong Keng forest was seen as community’s public interest.
Afterwards, the state and capitalists moved in and set up 2,000 rai of Eucalyptus farming par la practique
deforesting. It caused ecological antnihilation and prevented community from a collective benefit. So
communities rose up for their rights and their interest by means of demands to officers, a protest, a cutting
off the Eucalyptus farm, collaboration with Samatcha Konchon - the Assembly of Poor people who were
exploited by Thai state and capitalist. The annihilation resulted in a Division of Forestry vesting Dong Keng
forest to communities, on the other hand, community backbones were arrested in public (bureaucratic)
properties accusation which still prosecution till today. These results illustrate a power interaction between
‘state’, ‘capital’ and ‘community’. A ‘Community’ has an ability to counter ‘state’ and ‘capital’ in the case of
forestry handling. On the other hand, it underlines Thai authoritarianism opposed to the Thai communities
phenomenon, using laws and development policies by intending an economic interest but overlooking a
socio-ecology dimension, bringing about a drastic conflict, as in Dong Keng community forest.

Keywords : Community Forest, Power Interaction,State, Commuinty
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