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Teacher Development in Organizing Child-centered Learning Activities
using Projects : A case study of Pon-ngam Prasartsil Community School,
Amphur Kamalasai, Kalasin Province
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) analyze problems and needs in organizing child-centered learning activities
using projects, 2) improve teachers’ skills and knowledge on how to organize child-child-centered learning
activities using projects, 3) strengthen teachers’ ability in organizing child-centered learning activities
using projects, and 4) study learning achievement before and after use of the organized child-centered
activities using projects with students of Pon-ngam Prasartsil Community School, Kamalasai District, Kalasin
Province. This action research of two cycles, based on Kemmis and McTaggart Principles, was conducted
during May to August 2010 using these strategies: workshops, study tours and internal supervision. The
research participants were 3 teachers from Pon-ngam Prasartsil Community School and 1 school executive
(the researcher). The research tools used in this study were a test, an observation form, an interview form,
and a questionnaire of a 0.06-1.00 IOC. The triangulation technique was used in data analysis, and findings
of the study were descriptively analyzed and presented. The statistics used in this study were percentage,
mean and standard deviation.

Findings of the study are as follows:

1. Regarding problems and needs attributed to child-centered learning using projects, it was found
that teachers lacked knowledge in organizing learning activities using projects. However, 47.06 % of them
were determined to improve themselves in this area.

2. By improving teachers’ knowledge and understanding in organizing activities using projects
through workshops and study tours, the research participants had a better knowledge and understanding
in this area, and they were able to apply this in their lesson plans for using projects.

3. As aresult of internal supervision, these teachers were able to design suitable activities according
to their students’ level and age. Moreover, they were able to effectively organize these activities, which
improved their students’ ability to follow the 5-step project procedure.

4. When comparing the students’ pretest and posttest results it was evident that after doing their
projects the students’ analytical thinking increased, and their ability to synthesize also improved.

Keywords : Teacher Development, Organizing Child-centered Learning, Learning Activities using
Projects
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