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The Development of Pronunciation Skills on Words with Consonant Clusters by
Using Practice Exercises with Pictures for Grade 8" Students
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to develop pronunciation practice exercises with pictures for
second-grade students to practice pronouncing words with consonant clusters that meet the efficiency
criteria of 80/80, 2) to find the effectiveness index of these pronunciation practice exercises, 3) to compare
the students’ post-learning achievement in pronunciation skills with that of the pre-test after learning with these
exercises, and 4) to examine the grade 8" students’ satisfaction with learning by using these exercises. The
subjects used in this study consisted of 14 grade 8" students studying in the second semester of the Academic
Year 2009 at Anubarn Dongmuangnoi School in Yangsisurat District, Maha Sarakham Province. The research
tools used to collect the data in the study were 6 pronunciation practice exercises with pictures on words with
consonant clusters developed for grade 8" students, 6 lesson plans, a 10-item listening test on words with
consonant clusters, a 10-item pronunciation test on words with consonant clusters, a 30-item pronunciation
skills test on words with consonant clusters for grade 8" students, and a three-rating scale questionnaire
on satisfaction with learning through use of these pronunciation practice exercises . The statistics used in
analyzing the collected data were means, percentages, standard deviation, and t-test (Dependent Sample).

The results of this study are as follow:

1. The efficiency of the pronunciation practice exercises with pictures on words with consonant clusters
for second-grade students was 87.68/ 89.05, which was higher than the established requirement.

2. The post-test learning achievement of the students who learned by using the pronunciation practice
exercises with pictures on words with consonant clusters was higher than that of the pre-test at the .01 level
of statistical significance.

3. The effectiveness index of the pronunciation practice exercises was 0.7430, indicating that the stu-
dents’ pronunciation skills in pronouncing words with consonant clusters increased by 74.30 %.

4. The students’ satisfaction with learning by using these pronunciation exercises was found at the high
level.

Keywords : Pronunciation Skills , Words with Consonant Clusters, Practice Exercises with Pictures, grade
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