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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research aimed to: firstly, develop learning centre management model to holistic

development in early childhood, secondly, study the results of ready preparation by using the model and
thirdly, study the results of holistic development in early childhood by using learning centre management
model. The research was divided into three phases: phase 1: created learning centre management model by
using research documentary, educational trip and focus group for synthesizing as a model structure, phase
2: ready preparation by using the model with action research. The subjects consisted of 4 administrators and
early childhood teachers who were teaching during the first semester of 2009 academic year at Chaiyaphum
Rajabhat Demonstration School. The data were collected by journal writing, observation and reflection of both
teachers and researchers, phase 3: implemented the learning centre management model. The research was
one group pretest - posttest design. The subjects were 19 early childhood students during the second semester
of the 2009 academic year. The instruments used in the research were: holistic development evaluation and
a record of the learning centre selection. Data analysis were mean, percentage and Wilcoxon Signed Ranks
Test for comparing the pretest - posttest.

Results of the research revealed that there were six components of learning centre models : 1) principle
and background, concept and fundamental theory, objectives, teaching steps, and supportive system and
learning centre management. The teaching steps consisted of 5 activities: ready preparation, learning cen-
tre introduction, learning centre selection, learning activity practice and learning summary together. Ready
preparation by using 3 spirals of action research model was sufficient to help childhood teachers to
understand and had skills for observation, reflection and discussion their learning center management and
early childhood assistance.

The effect of holistic development in early childhood indicated that the subjects were significantly higher
scores than the pre-test at the .01 level. The results of record of the learning centre selection indicated that
the most popular centre was science centre (22.10%), art centre (18.10%), local wisdom centre (16.24%)
and the lowest level was block centre (14.11 %).

Keywords: Learning Centre Model, Learning Centre Management, Early Childhood, Holistic Development
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