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A Model of the Protection and Solution for Drug Problems

by Participatory Action Research: A Case Study
of Khambong Sub-District Municipality, Huaypheung District, Kalasin Province
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were 1) to analyze the present situation and problems related to
drug epidemic in Khambong sub-district municipality, Huaypheung district, Kalasin province, 2) to design
a model of the protection and solution for the drug problems and 3) to try it out and evaluate the model.
The research methodology consisted of 3 steps. Step 1 was to analyze the present situation and
problems related to drug epidemic. The population was 10,477 villagers from 2,406 families in 15
communities in Khambong sub-district municipality, Huaypheung district, Kalasin province and
the target\group was 750 community leaders of all organizations and social groups from 15 communities
in Khambong sub-district municipality, Huaypheung district, Kalasin province. The research instruments
were a survey form, a questionnaire and an observation form. The A-I-C technique was employed in
the study by organizing a creative participatory meeting. Step 2 was to design 7 models based on
the ideas from brain storming discussion of researchers and community leaders from 15 communities.
Step 3 was to try the model out on people in 8 communities for 6 months and evaluate focusing on
7 factors: drug sellers, recovered drug takers, frequency of the robbery, frequency of crime commitment,
frequency of fight, number of motorbike gangsters and satisfaction of people with the management of
the protection and solution for drug problems in community. The data were collected before and after
try-out of the model. A repeated measures MANOVA was used to determine whether there was any
significant difference between the scores.

The research findings indicated that the problems in 15 communities of Khambong sub-district
municipality regarding the analysis of the present situation and drug problems were: the problems of
drug sellers, drug takers and people who were being both drug sellers and drug takers but no drug
producers in the communities. The 7 models of the protection and solution for the drug problems
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consisted of community committee for the security project, a security guard project, social regulations

project, a training course of drugs project, a sport anti-drug project, a professional development project,

a wealthy and peaceful community project.

In regard to the model evaluation, the research findings indicated that the effects of the developed

model after and before try-out of the model were significantly different at the .05 level. The finding

indicated that the number of the drug problems decreased while the people were satisfied with the model

of the protection and solution for the drug problems in community.

Keywords : A Model of the Protection and Solution for Drug Problems, Participatory Action Research
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