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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to study the economic problems of Santisuk Village, Na So
sub-district, Bun Kut Chum District, Yasothon Province and 2) to design a model for an establishment
and maintenance of the community currency system (CCS) in order to solve the community problems.
This was a quality research using 2 methods in gathering data : the focus group and in-depth interview
with 289 key informants who were the members of Bun Kut Chum, selected by the simple random
sampling method

Research findings revealed as follows :

1) It was found that there were two crucial factors that supported an establishment of Bun Kut
Chum currency system. Na So Village was an agrarian community which, in the globalized world, had to
cope with capitalism Thus the first factor dealt with the problems caused by capitalism such as poverty,
debts, droughts, being taken advantage from middlemen, drugs, environmental problems and conflicts
in the community. The second factor was the support factors such as the community’s strength, the
community’s solidarity, good vision of the community leaders, innovation adoption, networking,
supports from non-government and government organizations and information promotion by of foreign
volunteers.

2) Regarding factors that help support the maintenance of Bun Kut Chum currency system,
two elements were found: external and internal factors. First, external factors included supports from
the non-government organizations and academics, communication outside the community and
becoming an official resources learning center. Second, internal factors dealt with individual gains,
community solidarity, the leaders’ strengths, networking and intimacy among villagers. Furthermore,
an establishment of the community currency system led to other economic and social activities such as
a network of an organic producer group, a folk medicine group, toxic-free rice mills and nature
conservation group. Consequently, Santisuk Community gained a better living standard and was able
to solve such problems as poverty, debts and health problems.

It was recommended that other communities should adopt the CCS model for bartering trade
and goods. It was also encouraged to establish a network and community solidarity. The government
should encourage people participation in initiating ideas for local development like the village currency
system to solve local problems and strengthen the community.

Recommendations for further research included : (1) there should be a study to compare the
development projects initiated either by the government like a Village Fund Policy or a local community
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to learn how they affect people’s ways of life and thoughts; (2) there should be an experimental research

to adopt the village currency in other areas of different backgrounds and contexts, and (3) there should

be a study on how to implement the free monetary policy to be the country’s innovative monetary system.

Keywords : Community Currency System, Bun Kut Chum
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