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Developing Morality, Ethics and 8 Desirable Characteristics Based on the 2008
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to assess levels of behaviors, and develop morality, ethics and 8 desirable
characteristics based on the 2008 Basic Education Core Curriculum of the students at Kae Dam
Witthayakhan School under Maha Sarakham Educational Service Area Office 1. Research participants
consisted of a researcher, 23 teachers, 341 students at Kae Dam Witthayakhan School in 2009, and
319 parents of the students. The study was divided into 3 phases: 1) contextual study of moral and
ethical behaviors, and 8 desirable characteristics of Kae Dam Witthayakhan School students based on
the 2008 Basic Education Core Curriculum, 2) development of morality, ethics and 8 desirable
characteristics of the students based on the core curriculum by using the quality cycle of Demming’
(PDCA) and participatory action research (PAR), 3) assessment of the levels of moral and ethical
behaviors and 8 desirable characteristics of the students based on the core curriculum by comparing
their behavior between before and after the development.

The study showed that the average level of morality, ethics and 8 desirable characteristics of
Kae Dam Witthayakhan School students before the development assessed by the teachers, parents,
including self assessment of the students was moderate. Moreover, the finding indicated that the
average level of morality, ethics and 8 desirable characteristics of Kae Dam Witthayakhan School
students regarding the requirement of the 2008 Basic Education Core Curriculum was low. The quality
cycle (PDCA) of Demming and the participatory action research were employed for the development of
morality, ethics and 8 desirable characteristics, and the results indicated that the average level of
morality, ethics and 8 desirable characteristics of the students after the development was higher than
that of before the development. The average levels of the behavior assessed by the teachers, parents
and self assessment of the students before the development were 3.50, 3.49 and 3.69 respectively.
Whereas, the average levels of the behaviors assessed by the teachers, parents and self assessment
of the students after the development were 4.49, 4.48 and 4.49 respectively.

Keywords : Developing Morality, Ethics and 8 Desirable Characteristics Based on the 2008
Basic Education Core Curriculum
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