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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to determine the potential indicators for the integrated
self-reliance of the poor, to survey the potential for the self — reliance of the poor and to analyze
the problems of self-reliance of the poor in Maha Sarakham province. The sample subjects were
selected by quota and simple random sampling. The data were collected by a questionnaire and
interview. The research statistics used were percentage, mean and standard deviation.

Results of the research were as follows:

1. The research results showed that thirty one indicators of 8 areas were determine the
potential for the integrated self-reliance of the poor: economy; society and culture; education, problem
analysis and management; politics; environment; science and technology; health; religion and
philosophy.

2. The result indicated that the average level of the potential for the integrated self-reliance of
the poor in Maha Sarakham province was moderate. The four moderate level areas of the potential
were economy; education, problem analysis and management; science and technology; and politics.
The four high-level areas of the potentials were science and culture; environment; religion and
philosophy; and health.

3. Regarding the problems, it indicated that the causes of the problems were as follows: their
poverty in the past and present; lack of basic needs: food, clothes, home and medicine; shortage of
tools and facilitators used in daily life such as vehicles; no belief in the religious principles; lack of
knowledge and professional skills; lack of self confidence, bad behaviors such as smoking cigarette,
drinking alcohol, heavy gamblers, spending night life about, shortage of land for agriculture; no strong
village leader; shortage of strong community for learning; lack of opportunity to get financial support for
their education, self-development and investment; health problems and family problems; lack of ability in
adjust to the environment, society and changing culture; unfair social regulations; social advantage of
some bad people; and lack of negotiation power.

Keywords : Potential for Self-reliance, Poor
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