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ABSTRACT

The Objectives of this research are : (1) to study principles and guidelines for the marine accident
investigation of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) under relevant conventions such as International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1974 : SOLAS 1974 , International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships 1973 as modified by the Protocol of 1978 : MARPOL 73/78, International Convention on Load Lines 1966 :
LL 1966 and United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982: UNCLOS 1982. (2) to study the marine accident
investigation under the Navigation in the Thai Waters Act, 1913 and other relevant laws. (3) to comparative study of
guidelines for the marine accident investigation caused by foreign vessels and (4) to analyze and propose guidelines
for legal measures to prevent including investigate marine accident in Thailand.

This research is a legal research by using a qualitative research as a research methodology through the study
of Thai laws, foreign laws, related international conventions, law textbooks, academic articles of legal experts and
documents, manuals, guidelines of the International Maritime Organization from the website.

The results of the research showed that: (1) The International Maritime Organization has established the
principles for the marine accident investigation under the relevant conventions as mentioned above. (2) According to
the Navigation in the Thai Waters Act, 1913 including relevant laws, there is no provision specified the marine
accident investigation or ascertain the truth about the occurred accidents in accordance with the standards set out by
the International Maritime Organization. (3) The study of Foreign laws such as United Kingdom, New South Wales
Australia, Denmark, Sri Lanka and Latvia showed that these countries have their own domestic laws in accordance
with the standards of the marine accident investigation set out by International Maritime but there are different sub-
provisions depending on the context of each country. (4) Thailand should have a domestic law for marine accident
investigation in accordance with the standards of the International Maritime Organization in order to improve the
reliability and safety of navigation of the country.

Keywords: Investigation, Navigation,
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