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ABSTRACT
The purposes of the research were to study the reading ability of the English Language Program’s
students (Liberal Arts) of Rajabhat Rajanagarindra University, to compare the differences of the students’
overall abilities, accounting for age, year, educational background, and attitude, and to examine the problems

in their reading of English texts. The sample group was made up of 64 students studying in the first semester
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of the 2012 academic year.They were selected by a volunteer nonrandom method. The research instruments
used were a questionnaire and a test. The research evaluated statistics in frequency, percentage, mean,

standard deviation, t-test, and one way ANOVA. A computer program was used to analyze the data.The

findings revealed the following:

1. Students tested low in the following reading skills:sentence study, locating the main idea, interpreting

content, and keying into context clues.However, students tested high in locating details.

2. The samples that exhibited differing attitudes toward reading showed a difference in overall reading

ability by .05.

3. Students had problems using the Grammar Translation Instruction Method; they were unable to

accurately pronounce words and interpret their meaning.

Keywords : Ability ; English Reading ; English Language Program'’s Students
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