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ABSTRACT

This research article is part of a study on strategic development for enhancing the destination image of
Suphanburi Province as a hub for sports tourism. The primary objective was to analyze tourists’ perception of
Suphanburi’s image as a sports tourism destination. Data were collected from 400 tourists who participated in sports-
related tourism events, using stratified random sampling. A questionnaire was employed as a research instrument, and
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and multiple regression analysis.

The findings revealed that tourists perceived the overall image of Suphanburi at a high level (Y =419 S.D.=069),
particularly regarding tourist attractions and sports activities. Key factors contributing to satisfaction and positive
experiences included marketing, public relations, and the availability of quality accommodations. Multiple regression
analysis indicated that marketing and public relations (B:O.SSO, t=6.451, p < 0.001), as well as the organization of special
sports events (8:0.350, t=4.211, p<0.001), had the greatest influence on enhancing the destination image. Strategic
recommendations derived from the study include: (1) implementing effective digital marketing and communication to
build brand awareness, (2) developing sufficient and quality accommodations, (3) organizing high-quality, targeted sports
events; and (4) promoting community participation by integrating sports, culture, and natural resources to create
memorable experiences. Overall, the findings suggest that Suphanburi Province possesses strong potential to be

developed as a sustainable and competitive international sports tourism destination

Keywords: Sports Tourism Event, The Perception, Destination Image
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