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Local Network Organization with Participation: Case Studies of Kok Hinlard

Community Forest and Kok Nong No Community Forest, Maha Sarakham Province.
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ABSTRACT
Three main objectives of the research were 1) to study the development of local network organization
of Kok Hinlard community forest and Kok Nong No Community Forest, Maha Sarakham Province, 2) to assess
the level and results of network participation in the two community forests, and 3) to work on a comparative

study of the factors influencing network participation in the community forests. The qualitative research
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methodology was employed for the study with documentary research, field research through in-depth interview
and observation.

The research results showed that the establishment of the local network organization of Kok Hinlard
Community Forest and Kok Nong No Community Forest, Maha Sarakham Province was caused by the
government policy and local development projects, and the network organization was set up by key members
of village conservation organization and community forest conservation groups who shared common goals
for community forests. The network organization focused on full public participation in Kok Hinlard and Kok
Nong No Community Forest. It was found that there was real participation in conservation of Koke Hinlard
whereas Nong No Community Forest partly offered public participation to its members.

Factors influencing the network participation in two community forests were quite similar. However, the
administration of Kok Hinlard Community Forest was clearer than that of Kok Nong No Community Forest
because Kok Hinlard Community Forest obviously had the key leader of the organization with clearer systematic
management than that of Kok Nong No.

Regarding suggestions, itis concluded that involvement of community members should be emphasized
in solving the problems and other aspects of community development. A working system with clear structure,
responsibility and organizational management should be set up to ensure effective planning of activities,
acquiring support from external organizations, and connection with other public network organizations.

Keywords : Local Network Organization ; Public Participation ; Maha Sarakham Province.
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