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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the research were to: 1) explore living conditions of people in Men Yai Village by using
community science from the past up to present; 2) investigate knowledge management of community science
based on the needs and appropriateness of people in Men Yai village; 3) study learning process of community
science for local development; and 4) study results of community science learning process. The informants
consisted of community leaders and villagers over 60 years old with community science knowledge. The
target group consisted of local experts in community science, science teachers and 22 students. The research
was conducted through mixed methods. The research results were as follows:

1. Living conditions of people in Men Yai community from the pat up to present was mainly based on
natural resources. As a result, the people in community lived closely with nature. Most of the villagers were
farmers who did not earn much money from rice production; however, they were able to live in community
happily because their living conditions depended on natural resources which were available in community.
Nowadays the community has been changed into different dimensions. There were a large number of people
in community. Natural resources were destroyed. Money became the important factor in daily life. Local
wisdom was not transferred to new generation in community to recognize the benefits of natural resources
and they did not use the resources efficiently for their life. There was no knowledge transfer to the students
to live with nature that made the students in consumerism unable to live in their own society or community.

2. knowledge management of community science based on the needs and appropriateness of people
in Men Yai village Knowledge management of community science related closely to the needs and
appropriateness of people in Men Yai community. Local wisdom has been managed by building, storing,
transferring, and implementing knowledge. There were 3 appropriate local wisdom packages, including
package of food which comprised knowledge of food preservation, package of cloth dye which comprised
knowledge of using natural color for cloth dye, and package of herb in Khoksabaeng Village. These three
knowledge packages were integrated with local wisdom and modern knowledge for being appropriate to

their living conditions of people in Men Yai community. As a result, they were able to live by self with natural
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resources in the community.

3. The community science learning process for local development consisted of 6 steps: identifying
problems, finding solution, self-recognition, time recognition, application and building self protection.
Community science learning process that led to sustainable consumption comprised 6 steps of learning
process through Thai traditional life style, culture and tradition, respectively.

4. The results of community science learning process for local development showed that the students’
behaviors towards community science learning process with 3 learning packages were at a highest level. The
students’ satisfaction towards community science learning process was at a highest level, and the students’
satisfaction towards use of science learning process for community development was at a highest level. People
in community were developed in many dimensions: education, environment, society and economy. Community
science learning process was appeared with the new name as “Living Museum-Community Science” that can

be used as learning center for students and initiators in and outside the community to access and use natural

resources in the community, and then appeared the community science learning networks.
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