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ABSTRACT
This research aimed to study number sense abilities of first-year students of vocational colleges in the
Office of Kalasin Vocational Education Commission; and to study correlation between the students’ number
sense abilities and their calculation capabilities. The sample group consisted of 313 first-year students of
vocational colleges in Kalasin Province, Office of Vocational Education Commission, obtained through stratified
random sampling. Two instruments were used for collecting data in this study: a test for assessing number
sense abilities and a test for measuring calculation capabilities; and the statistics used in analyzing data were
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson’s Simple Correlation.
Findings revealed the following:
1. The overall number sense ability of the first-year students of vocational colleges in Kalasin
Province was 69.00 %, with number sense abilities found in all the elements; and when specific elements of
number sense abilities were analyzed and identified, it was found that the students’ number sense pattern
of the highest ability was the sixth element ,flexible mental calculation (98.08%); whereas the element found
with the students’ lowest number sense ability was the first element, understanding cardinal and ordinal
numbers ( 82.75 %); and the overall number sense ability of the students was 69.80 % (X =3.49, S.D =
0.48), which was identified at the low level.
2. There was a positive correlation between the students’ number sense abilities and their calculation
capabilities at the .01 level of statistical significance.

Keywords : Number Sense Abilities
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