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Negative Images of Females as Found in the Ancient Sanskrit Literature
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SUMMARY

The purpose of the study was to investigate negative images of females in ancient Sanskrit literature in
the Thai episode: to understand feminine problems and gender inequality in ancient Indian society based on
two-frame tales: Vetala’s tales and Hitopadesa, as interpreted by using the feminist approach. Results of the
study reveal awareness and understanding of thinking processes and negative attitudes of people in ancient
Indian society, especially those of male authors towards their fellow females in the same society. Particularly,
there are various negative images of women found in the two-frame tales such as the following: untrustworthiness,
cause of trouble, the worst evil, cause of men’s becoming evils, having only evil practice, etc. These negative
expressions for ancient female Indians have been seen as attempts by male chauvinists to create negative
images and symbols to dominate ancient Indians women. These are perceived as single-view male attitudes,
for the sake of social status categorization of men and women: only discourse of sexual prejudice.

Keywords : Negative Images ; Frame Tales ; Masculinity
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