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Creating Desirable Characteristics as Found in Thai Textbooks for Elementary Students
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study desirable characteristics, the stages of moral development, and techniques
or strategies for presenting desirable characteristics as found in Thai textbooks for elementary students
based on The Basic Education Core Curriculum B.E. 2551 (A.D. 2008). Findings of the study, which were
presented in descriptive analysis, revealed the following:

The desirable characteristics, as found in Thai textbooks for elementary students, consisted of eight
categories arranged in a descending order as follows: public-minded, eager to learn, self-sufficient living,
love being Thai, loyal to the nation & religion and monarch, committed to work, being disciplined, and being
honest; the stages of moral development were found and arranged in a descending order as follows: Stage
1 (individualism: responding to needs and exchanges), Stage 3 ( Social expectation, relationships and
conformity), Stage 5 (Social contract & benefits and personal rights), Stage 6 ( International moral principles),

Stage 1 (Punishment and compliance), and Stage 4 (Social system and conscience); and the techniques
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or strategies for presenting desirable characteristics were found in a descending order as follows: presenting

through actions and characters’ attitudes, presenting through rhetorical expression, presenting through use

of story theme, and presenting through the author’s narration.
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