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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were to identify forms of the political interaction between local politicians
and people before and after the election in Muang District, Maha Sarakham Province and to compare the
strategies and results from political interaction between local politicians and people before and after the
election. The data were collected from local politicians and representatives of people in community by two
sets of an interview form, field notes, and brainstorming strategy.

This research finding indicated that the opinion of people towards the political interaction between
local politicians and people before and after the election was not different. Regarding the forms of political
interaction, the study showed that local politicians conducted the political campaigns before the election,
and they took fully their responsibilities and functions after being a politician to keep their original voters.

In case of the strategies for political interaction, the politicians emphasized on needs of people in
community, and they participated continuously in social activities including assistance, building networks in
community and self promotion. The politeness and courteousness were good behaviors to promote themselves
before the election. In addition, the politicians emphasized on their responsibilities and functions after being
a politician such as keeping their normal behavior, providing assistance to people in community, performing
concrete works, conducting a regular promotion, employing a participatory approach, no directing, improving
close relationship, work for people with their patience. The politicians discovered problems from people in
community and set priority on the problems.

Regarding the strategies on political interaction, the finding indicated that the strategies affected the
political support from people in community such as local executives, local council members, and major local
developers.

Keywords : Political Interaction ; Local Politicians ; People
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