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ABSTRACT

The study of theses' status in early childhood education aims to investigate 1) theses' status of
research in early childhood education 2) theses' status in early childhood educational curriculums 3) theses'
status in learning/development of early childhood children, and 4) theses' status in early childhood education
management. Samples used in this study were 222 titles of theses, term papers, and independent studies in
early childhood education in several education institutes that had been published from 2003 to 2008.
Research tool was a survey pattern, developed by the researcher. Data collection process started with the
survey of titles and abstracts of theses, term papers and independent studies in early childhood education
then studied the completed theses, term papers and independent studies in early childhood education, and
finally analyzed data by using frequency, percentage, and synthesized research results by content analysis
technique.

Research results found that

1. Theses' status of research characteristic in early childhood education

Most of the theses used as samples in this study published in 2004 (30.18 per cent) were theses

(84.68 per cent) in the pattern of experimental/developmental research (64.87 per cent). The research
objectives were to study the current situation and problems (78.38 per cent), followed by the differential
comparison (59.46 per cent). Most of the tools used in research were the paper test (36.94 per cent), followed
by questionnaire (31.98 per cent). Statistics used for analyzing the data were mean and standard deviation

(54.05 per cent), followed by dependent t-test (44.14 per cent). Most of the contents in the theses focused on
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learning/development of early childhood children (59.00 per cent), management (36.49 per cent), and
curriculums (4.50 per cent) respectively.
2. Theses' status in early childhood educational curriculums
Theses' status in early childhood educational curriculums found that there were 10 thesis titles
(4.50 per cent) in early childhood educational curriculums and can be divided into 3 groups: 1) theses group
in the establishment and development of early childhood educational curriculums 5 titles 2) theses group in
preparation and management in early childhood educational curriculums 2 titles, and 3) theses group in the
use of early childhood educational curriculums 3 titles.
3. Theses' status in learning/development of early childhood children
In theses' status in learning/development of early childhood children, it was found that there
were 131 thesis titles (59.00 per cent) in learning/development of early childhood children, and can be divided
into 4 aspects: 1) physical development, it was found that there were 5 research titles. The dependent
variables were the use of small muscles, eating behavior regarding vegetable intake, the use of five senses
and mechanical capabilities of early childhood children, 2) emotional development, it was found that there
were 10 research titles, The dependent variables were mental intellectual and cleverness, self-reliability, and
the relaxation of self-centered, 3) social development it was found that there were 28 research titles in social
development, The dependent variables were social behavior, self-disciplined, participation behavior,
environmental conservation behavior and responsive behavior and 4) cognitive development, it was found
that there were 88 research titles, The dependent variables were 37 titles in thought which are mostly about
creative thinking, followed by 21 titles of language abilities.
4. Theses' status in early childhood education management
In theses' status in early childhood education management, it was found that there were 81
thesis titles (36.49 per cent), and can be divided into 3 groups: 1) 31 titles of the early childhood education
operation in early childhood centers 2) 30 titles in early childhood education operation of the teachers, and
3) 20 titles of early childhood education operation using participation method.

Keywords : Early Childhood Education, Theses' Status
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