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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to analyze causal factors affecting the strength of rural
communities in the lower part of Northeastern Thailand. The research framework consisted of three
phases. Phase 1 was a contextual study of the problems, the data were collected by a questionnaire
from 2392 villagers of 389 villages in Nakhon Ratchasima, Chaiyaphum, Maha Sarakham, Surin and
Si Sa Ket Provinces. Phase 2 was data analysis and formulation of strategies for the strength
development of rural communities in the lower part of Northeastern Thailand. The data were analyzed
by computer program for descriptive statistics value and LISREL version 8.72. The LISREL was
employed to analyze the linear relation among 6 variables. Phase 3 was participatory action of
development partners for formulate the strategy for the strength development of rural communities in

the lower part of Northeastern Thailand.

The research finding indicated that the major factors affected the strength of rural communities in

the lower part of Northeastern Thailand were villagers, families, community funds, organization in

community and community network. The relations of these factors were described as follows

1. The villagers affected directly community funds and community network.

2. The families affected directly community funds and community network.

3. The organizational network affected directly community funds and organizational network.

4. The villagers, families and organizational network affected both directly and indirectly the

strength of the rural communities in the lower part of Northeastern Thailand.

Keywords : Strength of Rural Communities
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