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ABSTRACT

The aims of this study were to examine the behavior of using online social media on the operation of local
mass media including the factors influencing their behavior. Subjects used in the research were the local mass
media who were working in Maha Sarakham, Roi-et, Kalasin, Khon Kaen and Udontani provinces, selected
through purposive sampling. Four hundred questionnaires were launched to them by simple random sampling
technique. The one hundred and twenty four questionnaires were returned. Five Local mass media from five
provinces were interviewed by purposive sampling technique. The descriptive statistics, percentage, and mean
were used for analyzing data.

The results showed that the behavior of local mass media was not different in using online social media
from the members in the society. The majority of them use online social media in both working and privacy.
The communication area was used chat rooms. The public information will be distributed through each local
mass media channel. However, if the issues in the news impacted the local people, the local mass media will
publish the news in their own area. Furthermore, online social media literacy, ethical framework and news
values influenced on the behavior of using online social media in operation on news values assessment and
accuracy investigation. Nevertheless, some local mass media did not consider the news values and ethical
framework on their news sorting. The political or business goals were clear for working in mass media.

Keywords : online social media ; local mass media
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