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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to develop models and study results of using local natural science learning resources
in Maha Sarakham Province. The research participants consisted of thirty three basic education teachers
from seventeen schools in Maha Sarakham, and forty three students of the Science Program from Faculty of
Education, Rajabhat Maha Sarakham University. The research sites were fifteen natural learning resources
in schools, four natural learning resources in temples, four community forests and one sufficient economy-
based farm.

The finds showed that 75 families and 226 species of trees and medicinal plants were found in all
natural learning resources. The plant families and a number of species mostly found were FABACEAE with
28 species, EUPHORBIACEAE with 16 species, RUBIACEAE with 13 species, and RUTACEAE with 10 species.
The Pterocarpus Indicus Willd was mostly found at 80 percent of the study areas. With regard to the used of
science learning resources, it was found that science teachers uses of science learning resources in the
natural at 84.6 percent. The local scholars were invited as guide lectures at 80.80 percent. The contents
used for learning activity management at both primary and secondary levels found mostly were Living things
and Life Processes and Life and Environment. These resources were used as supplementary contents at
88.0 percent and as readiness preparation for science project development at 58.0 percent. These teaching
activities mostly implemented were the student survey of school resources at 1-32 times per year with an
average of 9.85 times/year, student survey of outside school resources such as temples, community forests,
village areas, at 0-20 times per year with an average of 3.45 times/year.

The finding from opinions of the students and teachers using these natural science leaning resources
in science learning activity management with local scholars as experts were found that the students agreed
with forest conservation and planting as advantages to humans and environments. Science teachers agreed
with learning and studying from natural resources would promote more understandings of the students. The
students expressed that they were satisfied with outdoor learning and the teachers should be encouraged
and supported to use natural learning resources in their teaching. Also, the participatory students agreed at
most levels with the support of science teachers in using natural resources in content teaching provides
advantages for participation in research and learning of new information from using natural resources.

Keywords : Natural Science Learning Resource, Models of Using Natural Science Learning Resource,

Results of Using Natural Science Learning Resource, Science Learning Activity
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