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The Great Viceroy and the problem of determining succession
in the Royal Court of Siam
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ABSTRACT

Determining succession in the Royal Court of Siam was an issue of greatimportance during the Sukhotai
to Ratana-kosin period. At the time, the customs for determining succession had not been fully formed.
Claims to the throne were spread out between different marriages of royal bloodlines, leading to political
factions among different family members regarding the validity of claims. When customs establishing clear
guidelines to determine a Great Viceroy to succeed the King were developed, administration of the Kingdom
was greatly improved. However, the Great Viceroy position brought worry to the Kings in that the Great Viceroy
might try to usurp the throne. Usually, if the Great Viceroy was a cousin or other distant relative, then the
threat of the throne being usurped was quite high. If, however, the Great Viceroy was the Crown Prince, then
smooth succession was more likely.

Keywords : The Great Viceroy ; Succession to the throne ; The Royal Court of Siam
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