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Demand for community participation in managing water tourism

around Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya city
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Abstract
This study investigated and compared the communities’ demands for participating in managing water
tourism around the city of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya. The sample of the study was 196 local residents residing
around riverbanks within a radius of two kilometers. The rivers included the Pasak River, the Lopburi River

(or Mueang Canal), and the Chao Phraya River. The research instrument used to gathering the data was
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questionnaires. The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, independent

samples t test, one-way ANOVA and Welch test. The research findings were presented as follows: 1) The overall

data and the individual data suggested that the residents residing around riverbanks of the city island expressed

their demand for participation in the managing water tourism at a high level, i.e., the demand for sharing the benefits

together, the demand for participating in the monitoring process, the demand for patrticipating in the work, and the

demand for partaking in planning respectively, and 2) Overall the residents having different frame of references:

location of the community, gender, age, marital status, religion, level of education, occupation, and average income

per month, found to show the demands for participation in managing the water tourism of the city island, which was

not significantly different at 0.01 level statistically.

Keywords: demands, participation, water tourism, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya city
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Table 1 Display in number and percentage of basic data of sample.
basic data number percentage
residing
- Chao Praya river community 77 39.29
- Pasak river community 38 19.39
- Loburi river (klong muang) community 81 41.33
total 196 100.00
gender
- male 53 27.04
- female 137 69.90
- N/A 6 3.06
total 196 100.00
age
- less than 20 year old 13 6.63
- 20-30 years old 48 24.49
- 31-40 years old 34 17.35
- 41-50 years old 53 27.04
- 51-60 years old 35 17.86
- above 61 years old 13 6.63
total 196 100.00
marital status
- single 71 36.22
- married 117 59.69
- divorce/Widow 8 4.08
total 196 100.00
religion
- buddhism 162 82.65
- islamic /christian 33 16.84
- N/A 1 0.51
total 196 100.00
level of education
- primary school or lower 68 34.69
- secondary school 37 18.88
- high school / vocational 48 24.49
- diploma / higher vocational 9 4.59
- bachelor begree and above 34 17.35
total 196 100.00
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Table 1 Display in number and percentage of basic data of sample (continue).

basic data number percentage
occupation
- civil service / government official 20 10.20
- private company employees 33 16.84
- business owner / self employed 67 34.18
- general contractors 48 24.49
- students 23 11.73
- others 5 2.55
total 196 100.00

monthly income average

- less than 10,000 baht 94 47.96
- 10,001-20,000 baht 80 40.82
- more than 20,001 baht 18 9.18
- N/A 4 2.04

total 196 100.00

Table 2 Display mean and standard deviation of the community participation demand in managing

water tourism around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city.

items X S.D. level of needs

collaborative Planning

1. are you willing to participate in analyzing problems and design the water  3.77 0.66 high
tourism management around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

2. are you willing to determine rules and regulations with the government in ~ 3.67 0.67 high
managing water tourism around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

3. would you like to setup committee together between the community and  3.63 0.69 high
government to manage and promote water tourism around Phra Nakorn Si
Ayutthaya city

average of collaborative planning 3.69 0.57 high

collaboration
1. are you willing to develop river banks around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya 3.97 0.68 high

city to attract tourism

2. are you willing to participate in tourism security around Phra Nakorn Si  3.71 0.81 high
Ayutthaya city
3. are you willing to be trained on the history of tourist destination around the ~ 3.73 0.77 high

river banks of Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city
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Table 2 Display mean and standard deviation of the community demand to participate in managing

water tourism around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city (continue).

items X S.D. level of needs
4. are you willing to be trained in English language for tourism 3.66 0.88 high
5. are you willing to be part of the local tour guide for water tourism around  3.41 0.73 medium

Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

average in collaborative management 3.70 0.55 high

collaborative benefits

1. are you willing to take long tail boat/speedboat for tourism sightseeing  3.58 0.87 high
around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

2. are you willing to sell food and drinks in the tourism destination around 4.12 0.94 high
Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

3. are you willing to sell souvenir in the tourism destination around 4.05 0.88 high
Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

4. are you willing to manage homestay to serve interested tourists 3.29 0.79 medium

average collaborative benefits 3.76 0.68 high

collaborative monitoring and evaluation

1. are you willing to maintain/preserve historical places/water tourist 3.91 0.72 high
destination around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

2. are you willing to evaluate the effect of the water tourism management 3.52 0.82 high
around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya city

average of evaluation and monitoring 3.71 0.68 high

overall average 3.72 0.48 high

Table 3 Comparison of managing water tourism participation around Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya
categorized by community, gender, age, marital status, religion, education level, occupation,

and average monthly income.

Levene
variables X S.D. t F welch
statistic
Chaopraya river community 3.60 0.51
residence  Pasak river community 3.77 0.41 1.078 - 4117 -
Loburi river (klong muang) community 3.80 0.45
male 3.78 0.44
gender 0.912 1.008 - -

female 3.70 0.49
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Table 3 Comparison the participation demand for managing water tourism around Phra Nakorn Si
Ayutthaya categorized by community, gender, age, marital status, religion, education level,

occupation and monthly average income (continue).

levene
variables X S.D. t F welch
statistic
below 20 years old 3.93 0.35
20 - 30 years old 3.76 0.41
31 -40 years old 3.77 0.48
age 1.181 - 1.381 -
41 - 50 years old 3.68 0.49
51 - 60 years old 3.58 0.48
above 61 years old 3.76 0.68
single 3.82 0.42
marital
married 3.67 0.50 0.922 - 3.149 -
status
divorce / widow 3.52 0.52
buddhism 3.72 0.48
religion 0.101 0.389 - -
islam / christ 3.68 0.46
primary school or lower 3.60 0.49
secondary school 3.74 0.47
education
high school / vocational 3.81 0.39 1.339 - 1.727 -
level
diploma / high vocational 3.67 0.44
bachelor degree and above 3.79 0.55
civil service / government official 3.68 0.57
private company employees 3.69 0.51
business owner / self employed 3.68 0.48
occupation 1.037 - 0.894 -
general contractors 3.69 0.47
students 3.89 0.37
others 3.90 0.23
average not more than 10,000 baht 3.71 0.45
monthly 10,001 - 20,000 baht 3.73 0.48 1.166 - 0.465 -
income more than 20,001 baht 3.84 0.61

** significant in statistic level 0.01
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