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Developing a strong community network to promote Nawatwithi tourism

of the Lao Khrang ethnic groups in Nakhon Pathom province
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Abstract
This article aims to present the knowledge gained from the study about developing a strong community network to enhance
community-based tourism of the Lao Khrang ethnic groups in Nakhon Pathom Province. The method for this study is research and

development (R&D). Research tools consist of observation, participation, exchange learing dialogue, in-depth interview, focus group
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discussion and workshop. Set-up of community forum and activity are arranged as a means to enhance participation and co-learning
among the Lao Khrang ethnic community, network of academics, and businessmen.

Guidelines for the development of strong community network, in the context of the Lao Khrang ethnic group tourism
community in Nakhon Pathom province, can be categorize into 4 categories: 1) the inheritance of Lao Khrang cultural identity
2) the promotion of occupational groups OTOP product group 3) network activities, and 4) the communication, the information
publicity and the knowledge of the Lao Khrang ethnic group in Nakhon Pathom Province. Network activities can be organized into
2 major activities, network management activities and tourism related activities, which is considered identity of Lao Khrang community.
Network management activities include of networking both inside and outside the Lao Khrang ethnic community, network committee
meetings and yearly network members meeting, knowledge exchanging activities between network members, network board
with a network of scholars and travel operator network, and studying visits with tourism networks and model communities.

It can be concluded that the Thai network of Lao Khrang descent in Nakhon Pathom Province officially formed as a result
of the research process with the following networking activities: “Forum for Synthesis of Network Development Plans for Community
Tourism”, “Focus Group Stage”, activities to visit friends in Lao Khrang communities in other areas, pilot activities forum, an
experimental activity in tourism management and exchanging knowledge called “A forum to critique the network management plan
for community tourism”, and registered the network of Thai Lao Khrang with the Provincial Cultural Office.

Keywords: Lao Khrang ethnic groups, network, community-based tourism, Nawatwithi OTOP tourism community
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Table 1 Compare the strengths of featured products, outstanding tourist attraction, and social capital

of the Lao Khrang ethnic group, Nakhon Pathom province.

pros

featured products

outstanding tourist attraction

social capital

Lao Khrang people have an important
identity that is worshiping ghosts.
Respecting Buddhism, making merit
and rituals that are unique and inherited

for a long time

- woven cloth identity inherited from
the ancestors of Lao Khrang

people at Temple Phorng maduea

- Lao Khrang cultural tourism center,

Kong Lat temple

1. shrimp farmers group and
processing, shrimp paste, dried

shrimp Ban Don Chalab

the main highlight of the Lao Khrang
people is the red woven clothes and the

unique pattern of the woven fabric

- cloth printed with OTOP products
of Lao Khrang people at Ban Nong
Hua Chang

- Kung Sing tourism activities at

Ban Huai Muang

2. cotton fabric group printed with Tin

Jok from Nong Hua Chang community

- Lao Krang OTOP products from

Ban Lam Yoe

- contemporary cultural center and Ban

Lamyey tourism coordination center

3. Ban Thung Si Long basketry group

- organic agricultural products of the

Lao Khrang group of Ban Huai Duan

- Buddhist tourism center and Lao
Khrang cultural learmning center at

Phorng Maduea temple

4. straw rope basket weave group
group of glutinous rice flour dolls Baan

Thung Si Long and Ban Huai Duan

- OTOP products of Lao Krang Ban

Huai Duan

- Songkran festival tourism at

Phorng Maduea temple

5. organic vegetables and Ban

Huai Duan organic fertilizer group

- the heritage of ancient woven
cloth inherited from Luang Prabang

of Ban Don Chalab

- tourism in the Songkran flag
parade tradition and along the oil

tank at Temple Kong Lat

6. traditional desserts of Ban Lam
Yoe, Ban Huai Duan and Ban Nong

Hua Chang

- dried shrimp, OTOP product of the

Lao Krang group, Ban Don Chalab

7. Phorng Maduea temple weaving

group

8. Baan Lam Yoe contemporary art

and culture conservation group

9. Ban Thung Si Long community

learning center

10. Ban Nong Hua Chang Lao Khrang

community learning

Figure 1 Lao Khrang dress, sarong dress, and pleated krait shirt.
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