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An examination of youth perspectives on drug legislation and cannabis
legalization policies amidst state policy transitions: A case study of

Phitsanulok Province
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Abstract

This study examines the level of understanding among youth in Phitsanulok Province regarding the Narcotics
Code B.E. 2564 (2021) and Thailand’s cannabis liberalization policy following the state’s policy transition, as well as
their attitudes toward and experiences with cannabis use in daily life. Employing a quantitative research design, the
study surveyed 440 upper secondary school students across nine districts of Phitsanulok Province, selected through
simple random and accidental sampling. Data were collected using a structured questionnaire and analyzed using
descriptive statistics. The findings reveal that youth demonstrated moderate to high levels of awareness about the
narcotics laws, particularly concerning the use of cannabis for medical purposes and the prioritization of targeting

dealers rather than users, though gaps remain in technical legal understanding. Their attitudes reflected awareness of
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cannabis-related harms, such as progression to other drugs and risk-inducing behaviors. At the same time, their
experiences of encountering cannabis in daily life were notably high, especially through online media, schools, and
communities. Importantly, while the proportion of youth who had personally used cannabis was relatively low (5%),
the high level of exposure to cannabis use increases the risk of imitation and distorted perceptions in the future.
Policy recommendations include: (1) strengthening effective communication systems to ensure that cannabis-related
laws and policies reach youth clearly and accurately, and (2) enforcing strict spatial measures to control youth access
to cannabis. For practical application, the research findings may contribute to the development of school-based
learning curricula and the establishment of collaborative networks among parents, schools, and communities to
address the issue.

Keywords: youth, drug policy, cannabis legalization, policy implementation, public service
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1. doyafiugruvasdnsunuudauay
Table 1 Overview of survey participants.
No. category information number (n) percentage (%)
1 gender male 224 50.91
female 198 a5
LGBTO+ 18 4.09
total 440 100
2 age 15 years 9 2.05
16 years 139 31.59
17 years 153 34.77
18 years 122 27.73
19 years 17 3.86
total 440 100
3 educational level Secondary 4 145 32.95
(Grade 10/ M.4)
Secondary 5 155 35.23
(Grade 11/ M.5)
Secondary 6 140 31.82
(Grade 12 / M.6)
total 440 100

211 (Table 1) WlBRINTUIAMUNATDIEABULUUADUAIYN WUTINGUARE WM T umAgsTuY
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2. mssujvaasnvuludmiaiealandauszutanguungeania w.a. 2564

Table 2 Number and percentage of youth in Phitsanulok Province who possess knowledge of the

Narcotics Code B.E. 2564 (2021).

No. question on legal awareness aware (n) percentage

(%)

not aware

(n)

percentage

(%)

1 are you aware that Thailand 261 59.3
currently enforces two new
narcotics-related laws: the
Narcotics Code, B.E. 2564 (2021)
and the Narcotics Case Procedure
Act (No. 2), B.E. 2564 (2021)?

179

40.7

2 are you aware that the Narcotics 202 45.9
Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) contains

186 sections?

238

54.1

3 are you aware that the Narcotics 281 63.9
Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) is divided
into three parts: (1) prevention,
suppression, and control of
narcotics, (2) treatment and social
rehabilitation of drug addicts, and
(3) penalties?

159

36.1

4 are you aware that the Narcotics 210 ar.7
Case Procedure Act (No. 2), B.E.
2564 (2021) has 10 sections?

230

52.3

5  are you aware that the main 264 60.0
agency responsible for narcotics
policy is the Office of the Narcotics
Control Board (ONCB)?

176

40.0

6  are you aware that the Narcotics 302 68.6
Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) allows the
production, import, export, sale, or
possession of narcotics for medical

purposes?

138

314
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Table 2 Number and percentage of youth in Phitsanulok Province who possess knowledge of the
Narcotics Code B.E. 2564 (2021) (continue).

No. question on legal awareness aware (n) percentage not aware percentage
(%) (n) (%)
7 are you aware that the Narcotics 241 54.8 199 45.2

Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) shifts the
criterion for narcotics cases from a
quantity-based measure to an
assessment of the circumstances
of possession?
8  are you aware that the Narcotics 205 46.6 235 53.4
Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) revises
penalties to be more

proportionate to the nature of the
offense, as opposed to previously
excessive punishments?
9  are you aware that the Narcotics 239 54.3 201 45.7
Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) adopts the

perspective of “viewing drug users

as patients” rather than criminals?
10  are you aware that the Narcotics 285 64.8 155 35.2
Code, B.E. 2564 (2021) primarily

targets the suppression of drug

dealers and trafficking networks?
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3. fiauzvanevuluiuiiswmiafivgylandaussiiudasiyuluulsueiyiaiuaznisndns
WasuuUaslsuisuasngranefifeaiusnaninlul w.e. 2564
Table 3 Mean (X) and standard deviation (S.D.) of youth Perspectives in Phitsanulok Province regarding

cannabis in the free cannabis policy and after the policy and legal changes on narcotics in 2021.

No. question items x) (SD) level of
opinion
1 at present, cannabis can be legally used in Thailand 3.47 1.08 moderate
2 most people benefit from the use of medical cannabis 2.83 1.21 moderate
3 medical cannabis can cure diseases better than modern medicine 2.61 1.08 moderate
4 youth access to cannabis results from peer influence, seniors, close  3.85 1.34 high
acquaintances, or partners
5 cannabis use can help relieve stress and depression 2.60 1.05 moderate
6 using cannabis can attract the attention of the opposite sex 252 096 moderate
7 cannabis use can enhance sexual performance 2.47 1.05 low
8 cannabis use can lead to addiction or the use of other narcotic 3.66 1.48 high
substances
9 cannabis helps stimulate oneself to work or study more and for 292 1.32 moderate
longer periods
10 youth use cannabis to seek social attention (content) 3.22 1.34 moderate
11 youth under the age of 20 cannot use or access cannabis 3.04 1.59 moderate
12 cannabis promotes health, improves sleep, reduces blood fat, and 2.87 1.41 moderate
increases appetite
13 cannabis may have both short-term and long-term health impacts, 3.73 1.37 high
such as psychological effects and effects on bodily systems, e.g.,
the nervous system
14 cannabis use can lead to aggressive behavior. 3.77 1.39 high
15 youth are more likely to access and unintentionally consume 3.63 1.34 high
cannabis than alcohol or cigarettes
16 cannabis can stimulate the national economy 2.81 1.00 moderate
17 social media is a factor encouraging youth to access cannabis 3.61 1.23 high
18 food containing cannabis is unsafe for children and youth 3.56 1.23 high
19 instilling awareness, providing knowledge, and raising consciousness ~ 4.18 1.02 high
among children and youth about the harms of cannabis use can
reduce social problems
20 educational institutions should have policies to prevent and 424  1.04 high

control cannabis use
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Table 3 Mean (X) and standard deviation (S.D.) of youth Perspectives in Phitsanulok Province regarding

cannabis in the free cannabis policy and after the policy and legal changes on narcotics in 2021.

(continue).

No. question items x) (sD) level of

opinion

21 cannabis use can cause criminal problems in communities and 413 098 high
society

22 the widespread use of cannabis results from unclear law 408 093 high
enforcement

23 educational institutions should prioritize controlling and preventing  4.27  0.93 high
cannabis use among youth

24 building networks between educational institutions and parents is 427 087 high
an approach to prevent and control cannabis use among youth

25 Thai youth today still lack proper knowledge about cannabis use 429 081 high

26 cannabis should be freely used by the public without location 3.23 1.50 moderate
restrictions

27 the context of Thai society is unsuitable for the free cannabis 397 098 high
policy

28 cannabis should only be used for medical purposes and academic 428 081 high
research

29 those who engage in illegal trading, import, or export of cannabis 420 083 high
may face the death penalty in many countries

30 the free cannabis policy is related to political interests 415  0.88 high

overall mean 3.55 1.13 high

91 (Table 3) wui vimuelngsmeglusziu “unn” Tasdidnadesind 3.55 uardrudsnuunnnsgiu
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faiodunuiinala fio wivudulngeenivh “Sanammudideatumslitymetignies” Guideils
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Tnaamzludssduiin “usunvesdsnulnedslimunzanduleoviedyyiad” (= 3.97) uaz “nsldiiyw
agunsaredannaainanulidaauvesnstsduldnguune” (X= 4.08) sazidertuidiensuuisdy
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FInUszaniu
Table 4 Number and percentage of respondents on the issue: “survey of youth experiences in

Phitsanulok Province regarding observed cannabis use behaviors in daily life”.

No. survey items response options number percentage (%)
(persons)
1 sources where cannabis  social media 390 a2.7
products were observed  video clips (e.g., YouTube or 166 18.2
TikTok)
television 98 10.7
convenience stores / 90 9.8

community shops

public relations materials / 67 73
infographics
entertainment venues / a4 4.8
restaurants
tourist attractions 40 4.4
medical institutions / clinics 19 2.1
2 have you ever tried yes 22 5.0
cannabis-related no 418 95.0
products?
3 have you ever had a yes 119 27.0
friend who used no 321 73.0

cannabis products?
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Table 4 Number and percentage of respondents on the issue: “survey of youth experiences in

Phitsanulok Province regarding observed cannabis use behaviors in daily life” (continue).

No. survey items response options number percentage (%)
(persons)
a4 have you ever seen a yes 35 8.0
family member use no 405 92.0

cannabis product?

5 have you ever observed yes 101 23.0

someone in your no 339 77.0
educational institution

using cannabis products?

90 (Table 4) nansdrmasanslidiuinenvudngnuiundndasiuandayyiuitnsssiu
WA edsaooulatunign S1uau 390 au Andufosay 42.7 sesannAenduile 1Wu YouTube wio
TikTok $1uau 166 A ($osay 18.2) Aelnsvie 98 au (Favay 10.7) war¥uazmindevisoiudyuau 90 au
(foway 9.8) vauriunasinuiiuliosiigafeantumanisunndvionddn delliiies 19 au (Govag 2.1) finy
iundndueidyeluuiundinan deyaduandiiiuin nsdidsdouai saduiysludinusgsifu
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