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Comparison of the issue of criminal liability in hate speech to the public figure by the social

media: on the laws of Thailand, United States of America, New Zealand and Indonesia
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Abstract
The comparative study of the laws of Thailand, the United States of America, New Zealand and Indonesia
found that each country differently implemented the law for the crime of hate speech characteristics according to the

legal system and the importance of protecting freedom of individual expression. If a comment causes other
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damages to someone else, it is deemed guilty of libel imposed on each country. However, if the action insults human

dignity, it is enacted by each country to be guilty in the manner of creating hatred as well.

The study on enforcement of Thailand’s laws revealed the hate speech is not enacted as an offense inclusive

of the individual or group in causing hatred of thought and leading to crimes against public figures. As a result, it

had to be applied to the existing laws which had the limitations of sanctions and the impact of social media

providers, as well as the scope of the public figure rights for the society to criticize and the use of electronic

evidence in litigation.

The researcher provided suggestions as follows: 1) specify the delinquency by hate speech in the criminal

code and the exception from the last paragraph of article 329 for hate speech; 2) revise the Computer Related Crime

Act. B.E. 2550, article 14 for the social media providers who have intent to break or neglect the law must be

responsible the same as the users; and 3) legislate definitions, rules, investigations of electronic evidence process

and criteria of admitting and weighting the electronic evidence in the procedure of criminal law.

Keywords: hate speech, public figure, social media
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