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Abstract

This research is centered on the investigation and development of new
occupational contexts related to utilizing the abundant aquatic plant, water
hyacinth, to create value-added and sustainable livelihoods along the Klong
Phra Pimol canal. The study revealed the potential for developing new
sustainable occupations within the Klong Phra Pimol community. The enhanced
value solved environmental problems brought on by the growth of water
hyacinth in the canal and increased community income as well. The promotion
of financial management skills and systematic record-keeping for community
enterprises was essential for this development. Product development and
market expansion were essential for realizing the potentiality of water hyacinth.
Community cooperation and networking were vital for effective operations,
and exploring new opportunities could significantly enhance local resources’
value. This research had fostered the creation of knowledge and skills for
cultivating and managing water hyacinth, diversifying its transformation into
various products, and developing marketing and business management skills
necessary for the community to effectively sell water hyacinth products.
Moreover, it underscored the importance of community networking and
cooperation to access broader markets and resources.

In conclusion, the research findings indicated that utilizing water hyacinth
could significantly contribute to the economic sustainability and environmental
conservation of the community. But in order to take full advantage of these
prospects, the community needed to build strong networks and acquire a
variety of skills. This research attempted to increase community revenue in
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addition to protect the local environment. The changes initiated by this
research may lead to long-term sustainable development and strengthen the
community.

Keywords: Creating Value-Added; Water Hyacinth; Community Participation
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