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Abstract

The Rabbit God is a deity associated with same-sex love. Although
not widely known, it is significant for understanding the relationship
between belief, power, and discourse on sexuality in Chinese society.
This research aims to (1) study the transformation of discourses surrounding
the Rabbit God in historical and contemporary social contexts, and (2)
analyze the relationship between power, discourse, and the revival of
subjugated knowledge, using the Rabbit God as a case study. The study
is grounded in Michel Foucault’s theoretical framework on discourse,
power, and subjugated knowledge. It employs documentary research and
qualitative content analysis, drawing on folklore, historical documents,
literature, contemporary media, and relevant academic studies.

The findings reveal that discourses surrounding the Rabbit God have
been embedded within shifting power structures over time, including
suppression through Confucian moral codes, the Qing Dynasty’s legal
codes that regulated sexual behavior in the imperial era, medical and
psychological paradigms that once pathologized same-sex love as a form
of deviance, and state policies. These mechanisms rendered the Rabbit
God a form of “subjugated knowledge” marginalized from mainstream
norms. However, in the modern context—particularly in Taiwan—
discourses about the Rabbit God have been revived and reinterpreted as
a symbol of sexual diversity, through temple practices, artistic media, and
contemporary culture. This reflects avenues of resistance and the
construction of alternative identities in a more inclusive society.
Keywords: Rabbit God; Power; Discourse; Subjugated Knowledge; Sexual

Diversity
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