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Abstract

The purpose of this study were 1) to investigate the levels of The participation
of community in developing eco-tourism in Bangplee ancient market, Bangplee
District, Samutprakarn Province and 2) to investigate the factors affecting
the community involvement as well as to explore the problems of community
involvement and suggestions. The researcher had collected data from documents
and survey research of 303 samples of Bangplee households’ at random by
convenience method. The quantitative approach was achieved by applying the
designed questionnaire tool for personal data, the knowledge and understanding
of eco-tourism development and the level of involvement in eco-tourirsm
development to the samples. In addition, the researcher had collected addtiontional
data by the purposive structured interview purposive to 8 cases (1 state authority,
2 community’s leaders, and 5 community’s participants ). The Data were analyzed
by percentage, frequency, mean, standard deviation, one-way ANOVA, t-test,
Scheffe and Pearson Product Moment Correlation through complete package for
statistic result. The results of the quantitative study had shown that the majority
of the local people had participated in developing eco-tourism in Bangplee
Ancient Market at moderate level. It was found that they had all participated in
Meeting, Planing ,Perfoming, and Evaluating in moderate level too. Factors
affecting their participation were age, length of stay, birthplace, communication
channel, and knowledge and understanding in developing eco-tourism at Bangplee
Ancient Market by statistical significance at .05 level. While gender, income,
occupation, educational level, and social status had no affected to their participation
at the statistical significance of .05 level.

The problems of the community participation were concerned with the lack
o time, lack of information and contacts, lack of rights and opportunities, lack
of needs and lack of knowledge and abilities. However the majority of these
respondents people knew that these problems of the community participation
community will affect the progress of eco-tourism development in the area.
These respondents suggested managing the proper schedule for most members,
broadcasting and coordianating all members thoroughly and clearly, listening to
all members’ opinions, and campaigning all members to participate in eco-tourism
development as well as indoctrinating conscious of own community’s responsibility
to all members.

Key words : Eco-Tourism Development, Floating Market, The participation

of community, Bangplee
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