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Abstract

The ASEAN community is united under the three pillars, which
are: political- security, economic prosperity and the socio - culture.
This co-operation does not only require a universal language of
communication, which is English, but also the know-how of effective
political communication between countries in order to sustain this
coalition.

This article will explore the means of political communication
of 10 countries in the ASEAN community within the framework of
the Theory of the Norms of The Media, where the states that the

degree of freedom of the media reflects the degree of freedom of the
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population in a given country. This theory categorizes the said degree
freedom of the media and expression into 4 categories:

1. Libertarian Theory, which states that the nation recognizes
the basic rights of its population, thus the media is free to critique the
government at will. The countries that would fall in to this category
are Thailand, Indonesia and Brunei.

2. Social Responsibility Theory, which states that the media
should recognize its responsibility to the society and should act
accordingly. Medias of Malaysia, The Philippines and Singapore
adhere to this theory.

3. Authoritarian Theory states that the state has power over the
media and utilizes it as a means of communication with its citizens
and the world. Therefore the media could not criticize government
in any way. Myanmar and Cambodia would satisfy the criterion of
this category.

4. Totalitarian Theory states that in communist states such as
Laos and Vietnam, the government controls the media and the media
only answers to the state control.

Language alone does not account for the variety of means of
political communication in nations of the ASEAN community but also
culture and the degree of political freedom. In order to become one,
the nations of ASEAN must adapt and find a point of compromise
in their methods of political communication to foster unity in this

international community.

Key words : Political Communication, ASEAN Community,
Normative of Media Performance, Liberty, Social Responsibility,

Authoritarian, Totalitarian
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