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The next place of any commerce on this
coast, is the island of Jonkceyloan, it lies in the
dominions of the King of Siam. Between Merjee
and Jonkceyloan, there are several good
harbours for shipping, but the sea-coast is
very thin of inhabitant because there are great
numbers of freebooters, called “salleiters”,
who inhabit islands along the sea coast and
they both rob, and take people for slaves,
and transport them for Atcheen, and there
make sale of them, and Jonkceyloan often
feels the weight of their depredations. The
North end of Jonkceyloan lies within a mile of
the continent, but the South end is above three

leagues from it. Between the island and the

continent is a good harbour for shipping in
the South-west monsoons, and on the west
side of the island Puton Bay is a safe harbour
in the North-east winds. The islands afford good
masts for shipping, and abundance of fin,
but few people to dig for it, by reason of the
afore-mentioned outlaws, and the governors
being generally Chinese, who buy their
places at the court of Siam. (1718, p. 109)
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I do not believe that tin has been hitherto found
in any part of our Indian dominions, strictly so
called ; it is a product of the East coast of Sumatra,
and of the Malay peni including ly
Siam and Pegu; but not to the Northward of 10°
of North latitude, nor to the Southward of 6°.
The places whence it is chiefly brought to India
as an article of commerce, are, Queda, Junk-Ceylon,

CHAP. IL. MATERIA [NDICA. 569

Tavai * in Lower Siam+t, and the islands of Lingin
and Bancat: the tin mines of the last mentioned
country are extremely rich, and are worked by the
Chinese ; from these mines, Mr. Elmore tells us, in
his « Guide to the Indian Trade” (p.20.), are an-
nually exported, not less than from forty to sixty
thousand peculs of tin ; and it appears, by a valuable
memoir on the subject of this metal in Eastern coun-
tries, to be seen in the Asiatic Journal for Jan. 1820,
that at the two islands last mentioned, it is sold
cheaper than at either Prio or Pera, or indeed any
part of the Malay peninsula; and that must be
cheap indeed, as the tin of the last-mentioned coun-
try, we know, is sold at Queda for about 48l per
ton, and sells in China for 80/ per ton. There are
those who believe, that the tin mines of Banca are
comparatively a recent discovery, about the year
1710, as is stated by Captain Hamilton §, who was
in India at the time of the discovery ; but how can
this be reconciled with the facts, that the native
Indian ships were found laden with tin, in the ﬁ'rst
voyages of the Portuguese, and that it was carried
to China by the Arabs in the ninth eentury.

The tin ore of Banca, is the common tin ore or
tin-stone of mineralogists, and is usually of a reddish-
brown colour ; “ superior in value,” Mr. Crawfurd in-

» See Franklin's Tracts on the Dominions of Ava, p. 6+.
fn the Orfental Herald for February, 1824, that
e o ased over more extensive ikl e

tin, in Siam,
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