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" (Islamic Court) Case in Bangkok -
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Abstract

After the Siamese Revolution of 1932, 24" of June 1932, Banjong Sricharoon,
a member of the civil faction under then People’s Party, was appointed as a temporary
member of the House of Representatives on 28" of June that year. Without further
delay, on 11th of July, he submitted a petition to Colonel Phraya Manopakorn Nititada,
then Prime Minister, asking to establish a committee of Kadi (Islamic Court) of 5
members in Bangkok possessing its independent power from the central government
to serve to consider the country’s Islamic civil disputes and affairs. His move,
however, was widely opposed by Muslim community, especially, by Mr. Thanom
Arunprasert, a Muslim in Bangkok Noi, and his team. The Lord Mayor, then, stole the
moment when Muslims were divided into two groups of believer by organizing a
meeting of Imams (religious leaders) from various mosques in Bangkok that objected
to Mr. Banchong Sricharoon’s petition. Mr. Thanom took the opportunity electing two
Kadi groups consisting of five Sunni (old-belief) and five Wahabi (modern) believers
for, (then) “Advisory Committee to Metropolitan Government,” to serve as a consultant

with no power to deciding any lawsuits - completely ceasing Mr. Sricharoon’s dream

to cite and enforce some parts of the Shariah (Islamic Law) in Siam.
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