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Mani : Ethnicity out of the Southern People’s Definition
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Abstract

This article is a result of studying the process of interpreting meaning of Mani
ethnicity by looking through the Folklore Museum’s exhibits with its objective to analyze
both the process of creating an ethnographic identity of the Folklore Museum and the
meaning of permanent exhibition by using structuralist theory and semiotic framework.
The results showed that the process of interpreting the meaning of the Folklore
Museum was to build identity of the Mani people through permanent exhibitions with
these following steps; 1) Survey study 2) Data collection 3) Information research
4) Data analysis 5) Study of external influences 6) Determination of content, form,
construction strategy 7) Data selection 8) Media selection 9) Exhibition production.
While the direct meaning was that the media portrayed a Mani identity differently from
the Southern definition of the Folklore Museum in terms of body shapes, behaviours,
languages, and cultures, the connotation conveyed the distinctive features of the Mani
people in many aspects. The Folklore Museum’s display of Mani ethnography was

therefore part of the audience’s interpretation of the Mani ethnicity as “others” in the

Southern definition.
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