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Buddhism for All, Not Just for Monks: Ideal Society of Theravada Buddhism Represented in
Indonesian Textbooks "Buddha’s Biography for Children”
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This paper investigates the interpretation and
representation of Theravada Buddhism in Indonesia
by using the books ‘Buddha’s biography for
children’ which had been published by the
monastic group named Sangha Theravada
Indonesia (STI) and by the laypeople scholars
of Ehipassiko Foundation. Textual analysis is
employed as the research method and the data are
conceptualized through the idea of ‘Engaged
Buddhism’. The result shows that Sangha
Theravada Indonesia who has been influenced by
Thai Theravada Buddhism, Wat Bowornives Vihara,
chooses to represent the Theravada value by
placing monks at the center of Buddhist society,
while lay scholars try to base the story on the Pali
scriptures, and decentralize the leading role of
monks. It can be said that while the first group tries
to preserve the charismatic image of Buddha and
monks, the second group represents an adjustment
of Buddhism in which the Buddha is an ordinary
person who conducted social welfare, which is in
accordance with modern society.

Keywords: Buddha'’s biography for children,
Buddhist monks, Religious literature, Theravada
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