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This article analyzes linguistic relationships
through toponymy (place names) within Thai-
Malaysian communities in Kedah, Malaysia.
Employing a qualitative approach, the study
examines a database of 61 village names,
complemented by literature reviews and interviews
with local experts. The findings reveal the
phenomenon of “Hybrid Place Names” (Chue-Ban-
Nam-Phasan), manifested in three primary patterns:
1) synonymous meanings across languages,
2) homophonic and phonetic adaptations, and
3) distinct semantic discrepancies reflecting
different worldviews. This phenomenon illustrates
the interplay between the administrative power order
of the Malaysian nation-state, exerted through official
names, and the Thai community’s preservation of
memory and traditional roots through vernacular
naming practices. A key finding indicates that although
the Thai-Malaysian geopolitical border was definitively
drawn in 1909, these toponyms function as symbolic
spaces deeply linking the overlapping identities of
the borderland people. Thai-Malaysians exist as
robust citizens of Malaysia while simultaneously
sustaining their cultural identity through these
traditional place names that remain alive in community
memory. This phenomenon reinforces that linguistic
and spiritual bonds transcend the regulatory power
of the nation-state. As the sentiment echoes: “Heaven
and earth cannot separate us, and the nation-state
cannot sever the linguistic ties of borderland people.”

Keywords: Hybrid Place Names, Toponymy,
Thai-Malaysian, Kedah, Nation-State
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