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Javanese Culinary Heritage in Thailand: Ethnic Identity, Beliefs, and Rituals
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This article aims to examine food culture as a
vital link connecting the identity and ancestral roots
of the Javanese community surrounding the Jawa
Mosque in Sathon, Bangkok, amid social change
and the dynamics of urbanization. Employing
an ethnographic approach, the study finds that
Javanese food culture extends beyond subsistence
and consumption, as it is deeply intertwined with
ways of life, Islamic beliefs, and traditional customs
inherited from Javanese ancestors. Central to this
food culture is communal religious feasting, in
which food serves as a medium for creating and
sustaining social cohesion within the community. Of
particular significance is nasi ambeng, a communal
platter traditionally prepared for important religious
and communal occasions, together with other local
dishes imbued with religious and symbolic meanings.
These foods reflect culinary knowledge and
food-preparation practices that require extensive
cooperation and collective labor among community
members. However, urban development, spatial
congestion, and socioeconomic changes have
prompted many long-established community
members to relocate to suburban areas, resulting
in a decline in the practice and intergenerational
transmission of Javanese food culture. Consequently,
traditional Javanese foods have become increasingly
difficult to find, while the number of people possessing
and transmitting this culinary knowledge has
diminished. Although Javanese food culture
continues to adapt through cultural exchanges with
other ethnic groups in the area and through limited
transmission within households, its future continuity
depends on younger generations’ willingness to
learn, recognize its cultural significance, and carry
forward their cultural identity, thereby ensuring the
preservation of this culinary heritage.

Keywords: Bangkok, ethnic cuisine, food culture,
Javanese, Javanese cuisine
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