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Abstract

Tourists’ behaviors that tend to change into Special Interest Tourism (SIT) have led to the growth
of pool villa business. The objective of this research is to study physical features and components of pool
villas located within the Hua Hin area and managed by small and medium Enterprises (SMEs). Data to be
studied is collected from tourism websites, tour agency interviews as well as on-site exploration of
targeted villas. The data analysis is conducted by indicating each villa’s location in the map, creating
plans and comparing development details, physical features and components of each accommodation.

The results show that, firstly, pool villa operators have ideas to transform their residences into a
place that can earn them money by providing a swimming pool or other additional facilities. This also
includes development of personnel management system in order to increase potential through alignment
with requirements of the tourists. Secondly, the locations of pool villas are categorized into 2 types,
which are 1) villas set adjacent to the beach, or 50-200 meters from the beach; 2) villas located in the
city area, 10-30 km from Hua Hin Municipality Office, of which the number is higher than that of the
former mentioned (80%). Thirdly, pool villas can be categorized into 3 types based on the housing project
prior to their transformation into accommodation for tourists i.e. residences located outside housing
projects, residences located in housing projects, and pool villas in housing projects that are initially
constructed for tourism purposes. The most found is the type which the pool villas are transformed from
the residences located outside housing projects (70%). Fourthly, rates of pool villas are varied depending
on the location of the accommodation. It is also found that stays on weekdays enjoy lower rates with
average rates of only THB 460-790 per guest, and the rates are adjustable at all time.

According to the study, it indicates that the ideas of the operators in transforming their
residences have different effects to physical features and components of pool villas and also reflect
development patterns, which are in line with the changing travel behaviors. This study is beneficial to villa
operators in the Hua Hin area and those in other areas that possess similar characteristics, which have
influences on the tourism promotion of the government and the private sectors in responding to the

needs of tourists in the future.

keywords: accommodation for tourists, pool villas, small and medium Enterprises (SMEs)
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