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Abstract

The Royal Thai Army Welfare Housing (Central Facility) is one of the welfare projects which reflect
the intention of the Royal Thai Army (RTA) and the Ministry of Defence to support their personnel and
families. The project is aimed to improve physical fitness of personnel and to encourage constructive
engagement of commanders and their subordinates. The outdoor spaces of the welfare housing facility, in
particular, can be used to improve the quality of life, provide physical fitness and promote relationship
between all personnel at all ranks and their respective families. The purpose of the research is to study
physical characteristics of the project’ s outdoor spaces and analyze how they comply with the RTA’s
policies, leading to appropriate recommendations. Case study focuses on the two sites, Samsen and
Phayathai areas. The sites are almost identical in terms of area, but quite different in terms of outdoor
spaces. Necessary information is collected through site surveys and observation. The study suggests that
Samsen’s outdoor spaces answer to the policy better than those of Phayathai’s, especially when the sizes
and locations of outdoor spaces are considered. Observation also finds that the percentage of facility users
at Samsen is also higher. The guideline for more efficient outdoor space usage includes systematic
circulation, improvement of existing sites and usage of unused outdoor spaces. Further studies of outdoor

spaces planning and design are also recommended.

keywords: Guideline to Improve Outdoor Spaces, Outdoor Spaces, The Royal Thai Army’s Personnel Policy,
The Royal Thai Army Welfare Housing (Central Facility), Samsen and Phayathai Areas
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