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Abstract

Koh Larn possesses a beautiful landscape, making it a popular tourist destination for both locals
and foreigners. The development of tourism industry on Koh Larn has resulted in the erection of many
buildings encroaching on the beach area, and caused many problems, especially the damage to the
landscape character. This research aims to analyze the factors affecting the landscape character of 7
important beaches on Koh Lan, namely Ta-Yai Beach, Thong Lang Beach, Tawaen Beach, Sangwan Beach,
Tien Beach, Samae Beach and Nuan Beach. The research method is based on the guidelines developed by
agencies of England and Scotland.

The results reveal that the important elements affecting the landscape character of the 7 key
beaches are sand, rocks, gravel, mountains, trees, bridges, buildings and other elements such as beach
umbrellas, beach chairs, electric poles, etc. The key beach activities include taking photograph, swimming,
diving, riding banana boat and playing volleyball. These elements, when they are combined, create unique
characters of each beach, which can be classified into 4 types: 1) fertile beach landscape, 2) commercial

beach landscape, 3) rocky cliff landscape and 4) rocky beach landscape.

Keywords: beach, coastal landscape, landscape character (LC), landscape character assessment (LCA),

coastal character assessment (CCA)
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