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Abstract

Ban krua community is a large and old Muslim community in Bangkok. Its history is dated back
since the reign of King Rama |, who gave a piece of land which has become Ban Kura community now to
Cham Muslims as the reward for their military service during the 1785 Burmese-Siamese War (also known
as the Nine Armies’ War). As the time progressed on to the present day, ban Kura has developed into a
high-density community, the forms and styles of the houses vary, however there are still many original Thai-
Muslim style houses left standing. With determination as a driving force, Ban Kura’s residents, receiving
support from the Community Organizations Development Institute and Arsom Slip Institute of the Arts, have
run a renovation project in order to conserve houses in a selected zone within the community. Moreover,
as the community residents as well as their networks want to discover opportunities and limitations in the
fore-mentioned conservation effort, this article therefore has the main objective in studying current
condition of the old Thai-Muslim style houses using research methods of community exploration, interviews
with Ban Kura’s residents, and focus groups with the key emphasis on the samples of five houses which
have been built in different periods of time from the reigns of King Rama | to King Rama VL.

The study’s result shows these houses still have structures that remain intact, roofing materials have
significantly degraded while the floor and wall are still in use condition. However, sculptured wooden
decorations, a key characteristic of Thai-Muslim style houses, have essentially deteriorated. Most of the
owners of these houses are jobless elderly while others have unstable sources of income. As a result,
although they have desire to conserve and rehabilitate the houses, their lack of finance, conservation
knowledge, and conservation materials made the conservation effort on their own impossible. From the
literature review, it is found that in order for the conservation effort to gain success, it requires the
community residents to lead initiative in asking for the support from the related governmental agencies, for
instance the Community Organizations Development Institute or the National Housing Authority etc., as
well as the private sectors that can provide construction materials. Such coordination must come along

with equal participation in the planning process.

Keywords: Thai Muslim house, rehabilitation, household needs, Ban Krua community
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