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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the facade elements of row houses and shophouses along Ratchadamnoen
Road in the old town area of Mueang District, Trang Province. A total of 178 buildings were surveyed through
fieldwork using physical documentation together with three-dimensional scanning technology to analyze
architectural characteristics and evaluate the presence of facade elements.

The research employed a qualitative approach alongside field surveys of 2-3 storey commercial and
residential buildings, including timber structures, load-bearing masonry buildings, and reinforced concrete
buildings. Data were collected from visible fagade elements, including openings, doors, windows, ventilation
panels, balconies, arches, stucco ornamentation, pediments or parapets, roof forms, and wall surface materials. A
mobile 3D laser scanner (FARO) was used during the documentation process.

The results show that each building type has distinct architectural characteristics reflecting different
periods of architectural development. Early Chinese-influenced row houses are generally simple in appearance,
while Sino-Western shophouses influenced by Neo-Classical architecture incorporate decorative features such as
arches, stucco ornamentation, and balconies. Contemporary and modern Western-influenced shophouses tend
to reduce decorative details and emphasize simple forms, contemporary materials, and larger openings. This
study proposes a framework for facade element analysis to support the understanding of architectural

characteristics and the development of row houses and shophouses in the study area.

Keywords: shophouse, building facade, building classification, Trang old town, Ratchadamnoen road
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