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ABSTRACT

Through stories narrated by native peoples, their articles aims to discuss on social and cultural

capital in Vang Vieng, one of major tourist areas in Lao PDR, to understand ways of life in the face of modern

capitalism. This article suggests that social and cultural found in Vang Vieng has arisen in the middle of

relationships among local peoples by means of collective use of resources for interdependency and tenancy

in their community space. In terms of cultural capital, “Wat That”, the most important village temple, has

been viewed as the soul of the community. The making of gradual familiarity in the cultural space as well as

a strong faith in Wat That, therefore, is a leaming that not only reflects the art of thinking, but also portrays

ways of living in Vang Vieng. These are cultural forces that lead to the existence and continuation of

community in the backdrop of changes in the capitalist world.

Keywords: Social capital, Cultural capital
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