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Indigenous Vegetable Production and Consumption of Farmers in Changwat Phatthalung
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Abstract

This research is aimed at studying the number of indigenous vegetables grown by local farmers in
the southern province of Phatthalung as well as their knowledge on its consumption. It is also to study the
relation between the elemental factors and some others regarding the economy, distribution and
information acquisition. Said relation includes that of health of the farmers themselves and the number of
indigenous vegetables grown by them. The targeted samples used in this research is farmers in
Phatthalung. They were divided into two groups, namely those 131 farmers from Panang-tung sub-distric
of Khuan-khanoon district and another group, 114 farmers, from Ban-Na sub-district of Sri-nakarin
district. In total there are 245 farmers collaborating in this research. A series of questionnaire is applied as
a principal tool for information and data collecting. Percentage, average figure, standard deviation, range
and Chi-square are used for statistical analysis. According to the study, it is found that the local farmers
possess a small number of indigenous vegetables and their know-how on farming is quite low. Based on
the testing hypothesis previously suggested, the findings show that sex, education level, excursion trips,
and interests in grouping indigenous vegetables for commercial purposes are related with the number of
the vegetables grown in the areas. The findings also indicates that education level, information sources
and health-care are related with the knowledge on the consumption of indigenous vegetables, statistically
shown at 0.05.
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