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Guideline for the Promotion of the Role of Thai Border Radio in order to Strengthen
the Relationship between Thailand and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic1
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Abstract

The research employed both qualitative and quantitative research techniques. The purposes of the
research are to explore the current status of Thai border radio in Nong Khai province; to employ the
participatory international communication concept to find out whether the notion can be applied to the
context of Thailand and Laos; to examine the format and content of the programs aimed at promoting
Thai-Lao relations; to investigate Thai and Lao people’s exposure to border radio; and to produce a
guideline to promote the role of Thai border radio in strengthening the Thai-Lao relations. The research
finds that the radio has both external and internal factors, which helped and hindered the roles in
strengthening the Thai-Lao relations. The majority of Lao respondents (97.25%) listen to Thai border
radio. On the other hand, the majority of Thai respondents (27.00%) rarely listen to Lao border radio.
Although Thai organizations and this research try to seek cooperation between Thailand and Laos to
produce programs aimed at strengthening Thai-Lao relations, the attempt has failed. A dialogue between
both Thai and Lao leaders needs to be arranged. Nevertheless, Thai border radio plays several roles in
strengthening Thai-Lao relations such as by playing music that both Thais and Laos like and by
advertising both Thai and Lao products and services.
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