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Community welfare network integration
in Phimai District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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Abstract

This research project aims at 1) developing an integrated network for community welfare funds at
the district level; and 2) synthesizing the lessons obtained through the research in order to propose a
policy to the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. The research employed participatory
research techniques carried out in the area of Phimai District, NakhonRatchasima comprising a total of
12 sub-districts (Tambons) and 226 villages.

The findings of the research reveal that the readers and Village Head-man etc. of the communities
were able to collect and synthesize the data of the community organizations. The community welfare
funds are mostly those running the welfare funds indirectly. The people living in difficult circumstances
are defined differently by the organizations. These definitions seek to cover every walk of life. The
linking process of the community welfare funds at the district level could be organized by the formation
of a network and the establishment of an information center. The success of the network integration
depends on a conceptual integration. Conditions for the achievement of the participation of the
communities in the management processes include data synthesis andthe sharing of concepts. The success
of the factual integration was based on the particular context of the community welfare funding. How to
organize the funds may be in the form of a coordinating network and an information center. Regarding
the integration of a system, the conditions of success depend on the dynamics of the structure under the
key personnel and the decision-making at the district level which is made through the proceduresof the
coordinating center for the community organizations. The most appropriate methods for integration
at each step can be described as follows: topping up, developing from what already exists and
reconstruction. This will vary according to the context of each district. The levels of integration level
consist of the community organizations, the networks at the district level and the policy level.
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